Cystic lesions of the parotid gland: radiologic-pathologic correlation according to the latest World Health Organization 2017 Classification of Head and Neck Tumours.
The latest World Health Organization 2017 Classification of Head and Neck Tumours includes a new chapter on tumors and tumor-like lesions of the neck and lymph nodes. Tumor-like lesions include a variety of cystic lesions of the parotid gland. Cystic lesions of the parotid gland can be divided into three groups: non-neoplastic cysts, benign tumors with macrocystic change, and malignant tumors with macrocystic change. It is important to distinguish these lesions from one another because treatment and patient management differ among the three groups. The purpose of this review is to describe the magnetic resonance imaging and scintigraphy findings and the histopathologic characteristics of each parotid gland lesion based on the latest World Health Organization 2017 Classification of Head and Neck Tumours and to summarize the key points of differential diagnosis for cystic lesions of the parotid gland.